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A new volume of the " International Critical Commentary," pub- 
lished by Messrs. Charles Scribner's Sons, has appeared. It is by 
Professor Buchanan Gray, of Mansfield College, Oxford, upon The 
Book of Numbers. It forms a valuable addition to the volumes of the 
"Commentary" already issued, and in all probability will be found to 
be the most important work in English upon the book of Numbers. 

Three volumes have already been published of the projected nine- 
volume edition in Hebrew and German of the Babylonian Talmud. 
The editor is Lazarus Goldschmidt. The publishers are Messrs. S. 
Calvary & Co., Berlin, Germany. A fourth volume, Part VII in the 
series, is to appear during the year. The work is one of great impor- 
tance to rabbinic study, and the progress of its preparation will be 
appreciated by many. 

In the death of Professor Robert Campbell Moberly, Oxford Uni- 
versity has lost a great theologian. Dr. Moberly was appointed to the 
chair of pastoral theology in that institution in the year 1892, and by 
hiswork in the professorship, together with two books in particular — 
Ministerial Priesthood (1897), and Atonement and Personality (1901) — 
he exerted a large influence upon the thought of Great Britain. 
Professor Sanday has described the great theologian's contribution and 
qualities in the Expository Times for August, and in a still fuller article 
in the Journal of Theological Studies for July. 

A work of much interest and importance to Semitic scholars, and 
indirectly to biblical study, is A Text Book of North- Semitic Inscriptions, 
just issued from the Clarendon Press at Oxford. The author is Rev. 
G. A. Cooke, A.M., Late Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford. He 
has furnished the text and a full scholarly commentary upon a whole 
series of inscriptions — Moabite, Hebrew, Phoenician, Aramaic, Naba- 
taean, Palmyrene, Jewish — the leading one of which is the inscription 
of the famous Moabite stone. Many of the inscriptions are for the 
first time published in English, and the collection is thought to be 
complete to the present time. The interpretations and reconstructions 
of the inscriptions are meant to present the best result of the study of 
them by various authorities. The book is furnished with many plates 
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to illustrate the originals of the inscriptions, and with excellent indices 
of Hebrew and Greek words, and of the biblical passages upon which 
the inscriptions throw some light. 

The now famous lectures by Dr. Friedrich Delitzsch, professor of 
Assyriology in the University of Berlin, on "Babel and Bible," have 
been published in English translation by the Open Court Publishing 
Co., Chicago (167 pages). The book is well worth reading. The 
lecturer's purpose was to indicate the significance of Assyriological 
research for the study of the Old Testament, and for religion in general. 
The first lecture called forth a great amount of criticism from other 
Assyriologists, but still more from the regular church officials of Ger- 
many. The second lecture was given in response to this criticism, and 
is an effort to defend the positions maintained in the first lecture. The 
book contains also, in addition to these two lectures, the letter of 
Emperor William published concerning them, and the opinions of a 
number of others upon the subject, namely, Professor Harnack, M. 
Joseph Halevy, Professor Cornill, Professor Jeremias, and Dr. Paul 
Carus, the editor of the Open Court. The way is open, therefore, for 
anyone who is interested to inform himself fully as to the whole dis- 
cussion which has aroused Germany during the past year. 

In a pamphlet of eighty-six pages Professor R. Kittel, of Leipzig, 
has recently discussed The Necessity and Possibility of a New Edition 
of the Hebrew Bible. The proposal is to construct a revised Hebrew 
text, on the basis of such evidence as is in existence, to accord with the 
status of the Old Testament text previous to the preparation of the 
Septuagint text ; that is, to get back to the Hebrew text of about 
300 B. C. This would, of course, be a very important gain. The 
Massoretic text of the Old Testament, which is now the textus receptus, 
reached its form by a long process during the first ten centuries A. D. 
This would bring us a thousand years nearer to the original Old Testa- 
ment text. That would be an improvement similar to the one made in 
New Testament textual criticism when the modern critical texts were 
prepared to supplant the textus receptus of the sixteenth century. But it 
remains to be seen how successful an attempt could be to restore the 
Hebrew text of ca. 300 B. C; the work of collating it would require 
many years, and tax severely the best scholarship. One necessary step 
in the process would be to restore the original Septuagint text; the 
question arises, can even that be done with any certainty? The data 
are not in existence for constructing a documentary text of the Old 
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Testament at 300 B. C, as Westcott and Hort did for the fourth cen- 
tury text of the New Testament. 

This condition of things leads Professor Cheyne, in a long article 
in the July Hibbert Journal, to urge upon Old Testament scholars the 
necessity of striving directly for the original Hebrew text, using all the 
resources of the modern text-critic to accomplish this result. He 
thinks the earliest text will be found to differ extensively from the 
later ones: "The Bible in the early ages was in the fullest sense a 
living book, susceptible of even great adaptations and transformations. 
The Old Testament, in the form and in the sense in which it was read 
at the Christian era, has a life of its own, and the study of the tradi- 
tional text and its interpretation as then current is of the utmost inter- 
est, not only to the special historical student, but to every intelligent 
Christian. None of the old Bibles is lost; we are but supplementing 
them by the discovery of the oldest." If Professor Cheyne's theory is 
correct as to the amount and character of the departure of the later 
from the earliest Old Testament text, it is of great importance that we 
should get back to the earliest text ; and if the variations were com- 
paratively few and unimportant, this in itself would be a valuable 
thing to know. All, then, will agree that the most competent and 
untiring labors should be devoted to a restoration, if possible, of the 
earliest form of the Hebrew Old Testament. That conjectural emen- 
dation will have to play a large part in the process is evident, and the 
results obtained will therefore be variant and uncertain; but this does 
not relieve scholars from doing the most and the best possible for the 
Old Testament text. 



